One of my favorite pastimes on the park during the winter months is bird watching.  In particular, I enjoy watching for raptors such as red tailed hawks, kestrels, and sharp shinned hawks.  As an artist, I’m always on the lookout for another wildlife scene to depict in a painting.  My favorite bird to watch during the winter months is the Northern Harrier.  Harriers usually show up at Gettysburg around late October and stick around till spring.  They are a common sight, especially on cold, nasty, windy days, on either side of the Emmitsburg Road.  I seem to see a lot of them around Excelsior Field and the Bliss Farm site.  Harriers fly low over the ground, hunting mice and voles, which they drop down on from just a few feet in the air.  The British fighter plane is named after this bird for this reason.   This bird is easy to spot – in addition to flying low over open fields, the Harrier has a distinct white, baseball sized spot on the bird’s back, just at the base of the tail.  Since Harriers tend to fly low, seeing this spot is easy.
Photo #1:

 Here’s a Harrier hunting near the Sherfy Farm.  Note the white spot.

View looking west  from the Wentz Farm site - 215pm on 12/12.

Photo #2: 

Another view of the same bird

View looking west  from Wentz Farm site - 216pm  on 12/12

Photo #3:  
Here I am bird watching with my dog Benny.  View looking north

From Excelsior Field – 230pm on 12/12/08

Photo #4

This is a large, female Harrier sitting on the ground.  I took this photo through my binoculars.  View looking northwest from Millerstown Road - 300pm on 12/12.

Photo#5:

 I call this the “hawk tree” as I see many red tailed hawks in it throughout the year.  Harriers rarely fly up and sit in trees.  It’s likely the remains of a “witness tree” and has been dead for years.  I’m surprised it is still standing.  It’s roughly mid-way between the tower and Kershaw’s brigade plaque on Emmitsburg Road.  Today there was no hawk sitting in it.  View looking west from Emmitsburg Rd– 330pm on 12/12.

Photo#6:

This is a detail from my painting Working the Fields – Northern Harrier and it shows a Harrier flying along the fence line in Excelsior Field.  This is acrylic on canvas, 18x24 inches.  The scene in the painting is looking southwest.
David Weaver

