The photographs relating to the Devils Den Restrooms were taken from approximately 8:45 AM to 9:30 AM on Sunday, August 23, 2009. The afternoon photographs were taken at approximately 4:45 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2009.
The photographs in the afternoon at Spangler’s Spring were taken at approximately 12:30 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2009.

The Gettysburg Foundation is attempting to raise $500,000 to bury power lines leading to the Devil’s Den/Slaughter Pen restroom.

At first glance, this seems to fit in with the General Management Plan of battlefield rehabilitation.  The National Park Service is attempting to restore the battlefield closer to the way that it looked in 1863, and we have been all for that project.

However, it doesn’t take much thinking about this proposed project for us to have doubts about it.  In an article in the Gettysburg Times a couple of weeks ago, the Superintendent stated, “We’ve realized that we have some pretty historic-looking roads, fields, hills and orchards, except for all of those power lines…So we want to put them underground.”

Of course critics of the project will state that having non historic roads and monuments on the battlefield also weren’t here in 1863. We think the monuments are helpful to educating the public about what happened here. The avenues in their original narrow state, as opposed to the asphalt highways out there today, are a necessary evil to move visitors around. 

But what about the nonhistoric buildings on the battlefield, such as the restroom at Devil’s Den.  Why is it still standing?

“Due to the rocky conditions down there (at Devil’s Den) and the need to perform underground drilling to avoid wetland impacts, the cost of this project is almost a half-million dollars,” said Latschar.

So $500,000 is needed to give power to a nonhistoric restroom. A restroom that has one toilet for women, and one toilet and one urinal for men. 
And the National Park Service’s contractors will of course significantly impact the terrain as they bury the power lines, hence the $500,000 price tag. We have seen much recent evidence of National Park Service contractors building horse trails, widening avenues, redoing culverts, etc.. Why do we need contractors digging up this ground, and probably moving rocks and unearthing artifacts?
A couple of items should be reviewed.  It was probably not important to remove the power lines previously because this area was heavily wooded.

When the trees were cut down to restore the Slaughter Pen area closer to its 1863 appearance, the restroom and the power lines were exposed.

More than a few visitors ask their Licensed Battlefield Guides what that building is.  We have to explain that it is a nonhistoric building that is still standing despite the National Park Service’s goal to restore the area closer to the way it looked in 1863.

We also think the building receives much more attention than the power lines.  The power lines are not very noticeable here compared to the building.
Spend $500,000 to keep these wires running to a structure that houses two sinks, two toilets, and one urinal. 

Is there anything else that $500,000 could be used for here at Gettysburg?

How about cutting down all the trees at Spangler’s Spring?

How about digitizing the collection at the National Park Service Library/Archives and putting them on the internet so anybody can look at them.

How about putting the money aside to help in purchasing the Battlefield Military Museum on the Baltimore Pike and make sure that it won’t be developed.

How about keeping the prices where they are, or lowering them for the Visitor Center Museum and Cyclorama programs?  Instead of raising them again this November. 

So what are the options?

Spend $500,000 to bury the power lines to  keep this nonhistoric building that sticks out like a sore thumb in the area of the Slaughter Pen.

Get rid of the powerlines and convert this building to solar power for the electricity it needs.  But make sure it doesn’t become the $1 million dollar boondoggle that occurred at Delaware Water Gap. But even with solar power, this is still a non historic building in the Slaughter Pen.

Why isn’t the NPS tearing down this building?  The General Management Plan did not mention tearing down this building.  If one wants it torn down, the General Management Plan will have to be opened up again, and public comment, especially about the tree cutting, may stop the battlefield rehabilitation program, which many historians appreciate.

So how about if the building is kept standing, the power lines are torn down (not buried) and Port O Potties are placed in the woods on the slope of Big Round Top?  

It’s not like the NPS doesn’t currently have Port O Potties on the battlefield.  

There are 10 at the McMillan’s Woods Campground.

There are 6 at the Pitzer’s Woods amphitheater.

There are two at the Spangler’s Spring restroom.  And look.  This restroom has been closed for years and the Port O Potties are located here on the west side.

The National Park Service doesn’t feel a need to keep this restroom open and run electrical lines to it either above or below the ground. 

We also feel the restroom facilities at Devil’s Den are not adequate for an area with such high visitation.  

Why not put multiple Port O Potties in these woods and leave the restroom closed without power.

The NPS could man this building with Volunteers to provide information.  They could have a first aid station here.  They could start walking tour programs here. 

